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the only means possessed by pope or bishop to provide
a promising student with the means to prosecute his studies
or to reward a faithful servant. The great prestige attached
to noble birth in the Middle Ages was a frequent excuse
for the holding of pluralities, and the scions of ancient lines
did not always consider it necessary to apply to the Pope
for dispensation. These, as we have already seen,1 had
a champion in no less a person than Walter Cantilupe,
Bishop of Worcester.
It seems to have been the policy of Innocent IV to
licence pluralities with a lavish hand. Apart from the
testimony of the registers, a letter is quoted by Matthew
Paris, a papal privilege to the people of England in which
Innocent protested his readiness to grant such dispensa-
tions to all who, being more noble or of better morals,
deserved his favour.2 During his pontificate the number of
dispensations increased enormously and it became customary
for dispensations to extend to two benefices in addition to
those already held.3 It is not surprising that clerks began
to consider that the papal dispensation was an unnecessary
formality. As early as 1239 Grosseteste declared that many
people held this opinion but that he himself did not agree.4
In 1243 Innocent went even further, granting a dispensa-
tion to a king's clerk to hold not one or two but several
additional benefices with cure of souls.5 In the registers
and in the pages of the chronicles we sometimes obtain
glimpses of the extent of some of these pluralities. As
early as 1233 t^ie famous case of Rufinus was under dis-
cussion. He was the nephew of Guala, and the Pope was
persuaded to confiscate the multitude of benefices which
he held, leaving him preferments to the value of two
hundred marks, but with no cure of souls.6 A less excep-
tional case occurs in the registers of Bishop Bronescombe.
One John Wake owed the king forty pounds, and the
bishop had to sequester -his livings in order to make him
pay, and these consisted of Helston and St. Budeaux where
1 See above, pp, 16, 17.                                    * Citron. Maj. iv. 519, 520.
3  e.g. CaL Papal Letters, i. 319 seqq.
4  Epistolae, Ixxiv.                                              s Col. Papal Letters, i. zoi,
6 Ibid., pp, 132, 140, 142, 145-